
Thoth and the Tarot  188 

Index of M inor Arcana Card Titles 

 

Cups       Discs 

 

1  Love     1  Value 

2  Appreciation    2  Comparison 

3  Agreement    3  Cooperation 

4  Silence     4  Security 

5  Hope     5  Investing 

6  Enthusiasm    6  Team-Building 

7  Fantasy     7  Productivity 

8  Something Missing   8  Efficiency 

9  Satisfaction    9  Independence 

10  Celebration    10  Wealth 

Child Curiosity     Child Play 

Knight Innocence    Knight Responsibility 

Queen Nurturing     Queen Protector 

King Compassion    King Creator 

 

 

 

Wands       Swords 

 

1  Attention     1  Will 

2  Vision     2  Decision 

3  Planning     3  Integration 

4  Staging     4  Definition 

5  Practice     5  Commitment 

6  Leadership    6  No Return 

7  Competition    7  Integrity 

8  Coherence    8  Protocol 

9  Do It Yourself    9  Question 

10  Multi-Dimensional   10  Answer 

Child Focus     Child Discipline 

Knight Identity     Knight Breakthrough 

Queen Service     Queen Advisor 

King Visionary     King Intuition 
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How to Do Readings 
 

There is no special way to do readings.  But, if you want some advice, here are a few 

suggestions. 

 

*  Read this book and play around with it. 

*  Open and expand your Intuition by observing details with attention. 

*  Live in the world of Appreciation, Love, Peace, Happiness, Awareness, 

Compassion, Harmony, Cooperation, and Service. 

*  Meditate regularly and establish a balanced, healthy, right-for-you life style. 

*  Study the science of the breath.   

*  Become aware of your identity and beliefs.  Transcend them during readings. 

*  Have fun.  Don't be too serious about it.  Remember that Thoth, the great 

master of science and technology, the Grand Wizard of Alchemy, and so on, 

loved to monkey around.   He can be dignified, but he also has a sense of 

humor.  Tarot is a game, and a tool for exploring. 

*  You can use the layouts in this book, other books, or make up your own. 

*  Use a deck that feels right for the occasion and right for you.  Sometimes I let 

the querent choose a deck and a layout.  Sometimes I make that choice myself. 

*  Be in the moment as you make readings.   

*  Do not just go by the book.  Be flexible in your readings and responses. 

*  Have a reasonably stable, calm environment for your readings and spread a clean 

cloth (preferably of a single deep color) as a space to lay the cards.  This helps 

to keep the cards clean, easy to handle, and easy to observe. 

*  As you read the cards, discuss them with the querent and ask questions.  Let the 

querent's intuition work with you to find the proper interpretation of the cards. 

*  Look for Trumps, Court Cards, and Aces.  They often act as themes or keys. 

*  Feel the energy of the layout as a whole, as well as individual cards. 

*  Feel the energy of the particular deck you are using and the artist's designs, use 

of symbols and colors, etc.  Be aware of how that relates to your querent's 

energy, belief patterns, and question(s), especially if they picked the deck. 

*  Pay attention to special patterns of Suits or Card designs that appear in layouts. 

*  You may want to record on tape or in a notebook the results of readings.  This is 

a reference to compare against how things actually turn out.  It also is a log of 

your experiences. But do not get stuck on certain readings. 

*  Experiment. Try different layouts and approaches, especially if they feel right for 

a particular occasion. Be imaginative and explore. Ask any question you like. 

*  Develop your own style that feels RIGHT FOR YOU. 
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Layouts for Readings 
 

        One-Card Draw 

 

 

 

 (This Situation, Place, etc.)    NOW   (Today, This Week, Month, Year) 

 

3-Card Understanding Choices Layout 

 

    1   2   3 

 

     Past     Present  Future 

   Present Condition    Problem    Outcome 

         Possibility 

 

 

7 - Card Rainbow Seeking Advice or Direction in Difficulty 

Best Action 

       4 

     3       5 

 

      Future      Other Person 

   2           6 

 

    Present        Obstacle 

 

  1              7 

 

   Past           Results 

 

 

     7-Card Progression Layout  

  Past       Present     Future   

 

1    2     3  4   5    6    7 

 
   Distant Past    Recent Past  Present Influence  Present Block  Present View  Future Influence  Final Result 
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  6-Card, Six Areas of L ife 

 

 

             

 

          1. Querent 

         Present Important 

           Question 

     6. Travel      2. Relationships 

 

               

 

     5. Health      3. Wealth 

          

 

          4. Career 

 

 

 

 

       7-Card  "Infinity" Layout 

 

 

 

 

     1 Querent & Question   6 Best Not To Do 

 

 

 

  2  Present Influence  7  Answer     5  Others 

 

 

 

    3  Future Influences   4  Attitude to Take 
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  Yes/No?  OK/Not OK? 

 

 External 

 Others' 

 Viewpoint 1    2      3 

     /|\       /|\      /|\ 

     \|/    \|/      \|/      4 

         

               Question 

   5    6      6    Problem 

 Internal    Results    Block    Help 

 Querent's 

    Viewpoint 

 

 

      Question/Answer  Yes/No 

 

 

       1    Querent 

 

  Your Feeling        Background 

          2   3 

 

More Upright = Yes  4     5   6  Method of Resolution 

More Reversed = No 

 

       7   Results (If Yes) 

          Route Ahead (If No) 

        

I generally do not advocate asking yes-or-no questions, because that tends to put you 

in the position of asking the cards to decide for you about a question rather than 

coming to that decision yourself.  The idea is not to let the cards run your life.  

They are consultants who will share viewpoints with you and perhaps make some 

recommendations.  You have to live with the results of decisions, so it is better to 

take that responsibility yourself.  But some people like to see what opinion the cards 

have.  So here is an example of how to get Yes/No answers.  I prefer to let the cards 

show advice on various options and then to pick the one that appeals to me best. 
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21-Card Layout 

 

 

 

 

  19  16   13     10  7   4    1 

 

 

 

  20  17   14     11  8   5    2 

   

 

 

 

  21  18   15     12  9   6    3 
   Long-Term   Future Recent  Future Surprise  Hope/Anticipate  Desire/Fear    Family      Personality 

 

The numbers give a suggested order for laying out cards.  Each column gives you 

three cards to explore the given topic at various depths or time frames.  The topics 

are merely suggested.  You can design your own. 

 

 

        Choice 

 

 

 

 

    2 Another Choice  5 Choice Under Consideration 

 

 

 

        1 Current Situation 

 

 

 

    3  Recent Past  4  Long-Term Development 
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Alchemist's Layout 

          

         1 

 

          Past              

4      Past Life         5   

 Recent             Intermediate 

 Future           Future 

  (Future Influence) 

 

 

6 3 

      Present       Condition of Chart 

      This Lifetime     at End of this Life 

         6    

       Long-Term Future / End of Life 

You may do this layout as an overview of this lifetime. Multiple readings give layers 

of insight. Or you can adapt this layout or others for exploring past and future lives. 

 

7-Chakra Layout 

 

 

Crown    7   Sahasrara  Spiritual Life 

 

  Eye     6   Ajna      Vision  Wisdom 

 

 

  Throat    5   Vishuddha  Communication 

 

  Heart    4   Anahata    Social Relations 

 

 

  Solar Plexus   3   Manipura   Ego Power 

 

  Pubic    2   Svadisthana  Sex, Desires, Needs 

 

 

  Root     1   Muladhara  Physical Survival 
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Celtic Cross Layout 

 

 

 Most Appropriate Now 

      3   Goal     10 

               Final Result 

     Present Influence 

      1 

             9 

 6         4      Inner Feeling 

 Future Influence  2  Present   Past Basis 

        Obstacle    8 

             Family Environment 

      5 

       Recent Influences 

             7 

              Querent's Current  

             Feeling 

 

        Mandala 

 

 

 

          9 

         Deep Desire 

         Satisfactions 

       8        2 

     Self Image    Desires, Needs 

 

   7       1     3 

   Flaws / Issues    Self      Ideal, Hope 

 

       6        4 

    Advantages     Practical Action 

    Strong Points 

          5 

      Dependencies, Addictions 
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Mystical Three Layout 

 

 

 

         1     Self    Time 

 

 

     8     9    10   Future 

 

 

 

     2     3     4   Present 

 

 

     5     6     7   Past 

     

Aspect of Life     Physical  Emotional   Spiritual 

 

 

Holistic Self 

 

 

         7   Money 

 

 

         2   Spiritual 

 

         1     Archetype 

 

  9 Family  5 Female    3  Emotion 6 Male    8  Work 

 

 

         4   Material 

 

 

         10  Relationships 

 

  1 -- 6 Inner World      7 -- 10 Outer World 
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         Question Mark 

 

 

 

          How? 

      What?        Why? 

 

 

 

             When? 

 

 

 

          Where? 

 

 

 

          Who? 

         

   Support    Choice    Oppose 

   Choice A         Choice B 

   Present Situation       Future Results 

 

        Mental 

 

 

 

        Emotional 

 

 

        Physical 

 

 

 

        Spiritual 

 

 

        Practical 
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One-Year Layout 

(You can also do one card per month or use any period you like.) 

 

Jan.  1  2     July  13    14 

 

Feb.  3  4     Aug.  15    16 

 

 

And so on ...  ...    ...   ...  ... 

       Three-Year Layout 

 

Court Card   Health  Social  Money  Love 

(You) 

  Now     4     3     2     1 

 

 

  1 Year Later   8     7     6     5 

 

 

  2 Years Later  12    11    10     9 

 

 

  3 Years Later  16    15    14    13 

 

 

  Romance Layout     3 What Influences You 
 

 

   1 How you Really       2 How the Other 

    Feel          Really Feels 

 

   4 What Influences the Other 

           5 Unexpected Difficulty 

 

   7 Your Future        8 Other's Future 

    Feeling         Feeling 

      

  6 Results / Oucome   Long-Term Development 
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Romance Layout 
 

 

       Your Past    Your Future 

      10   Your Real Feelings      11 

 

   6  Your Present  1     2  Your Future 7 

 

          5      Joint Outcome    

         

 

   8  Partner Present  3      4 Partner Future   9 

       Partner Real Feelings 

 

 

     12  Partner Past      Partner Future  13 

 

I  Don't Know Layout 

 

 

 

      

     1. You and Others Know  2. Your Blind Spot 

           They know.  You Don't 

 

 

 

     3. Your Secret    Heaven's Suggestion 

     You know.  They Don't. Nobody Knows but Heaven. 

 

  Diamond Layout 

 

      Future 

 

     Now (a)      Now (b) 

 

 

      Past 
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        Choice A or B 

    A         B 

 

      Long-Term or Outcome 

 

 

  Near Future 

 

 

 

 

         Now 

 

 

Suggestion Layout 

 

        Progress 

 

 

    Suggestion         Suggestion 

 

 

 

        Obstacle 

 

 

        Situation 

 

 

       Progression Layout 

 

 

 

            Stage Four or Outcome 

         Stage Three 

 

      Stage Two 

  Now or Beginning 
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Relationship Readings 

 

 

 

 

Outcome of Interaction 

 

 

 

Interaction 

 

 

 You       Other Person 

 

This layout allows you to explore how you are relating with someone at a certain time 

period and how that relationship may evolve.  You can also add an obstacle card to 

help reveal what is blocking communication in the relationship, some things to put 

attention on. 

 

Group Interactions 

 

            Person 3 

 

 

 

   Person 2         Person 4 

 

Theme Card 

 

      Person 1 

 

This layout can be done by a group of people sitting in a circle.  Each person draws a 

card.  (I just show 4 people as an example.)  You can also jointly draw a card that 

goes in the middle and represents the group as a whole.  Each card drawn by a 

member of the group indicates something special that that person may get from the 

meeting, class, party, or whatever the event happens to be.  Because of the group 

dynamics, each person in the group will also benefit to some extent from what each 

other individual gains from the encounter.   
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General Suggestions 

 

These are some possible layouts.  Do not hesitate to explore and invent your own.  

Be creative.  Feel what is appropriate for the moment.  Co-create with your friends 

and clients.  I generally urge clients to choose whatever kind of layout they would 

like and whatever deck they would like to use.  I often put out a selection of decks to 

see what deck a person is drawn to.  Generally use a smaller layout when you work 

only with the majors.  I think seven is about the most I use.  But, if you want, you 

can lay out the whole Trump Deck using the 21-card layout (plus a querent card).  In 

classes I remind onlookers that they can learn from other people's readings. 

 

Trump Key Card Layout 

 

I developed the following system inspired by some layouts designed by James 

Wanless.  I hope he has as much fun with this game as I have had with his.  Shuffle 

a Trump Deck and pick a Trump Card at random.  That will determine the layout you 

will use.  Place that card on the table in front of you and then shuffle the full deck 

(minus your Trump if you use the same deck) and place cards around your Trump to 

comment on the topics for that Trump.  The positions are guided by the illustrations 

in the RWS deck.  If you use the large RWS cards or the large BOTA cards for your 

Trumps and then smaller ones for the full-deck reading, it will look even better.  But 

it works both ways.  Obviously, if you draw a card of the opposite sex, then it is 

addressing the balancing of your recessive sexual energy. 

[Feel free to change the labels to suit the deck you use or the reading.] 

               1 

Fool     His Curiosity (above his head)    3   2 

    His Playthings (by his Bag and Flower)    6 

    His Genius (by the hand holding his Staff)  4   5 

    His Danger (by the Precipice) 

    His Boon Companion / Transformation (by his Pet Dog) 

    His Lesson (crosswise over the Fool) 

               1 

Magician    His Mind (by the Infinity Sign) 

    His Matter (by the Pentacle)      3  

    His Intuition (by his Raised Wand)     6 

    His Feelings (below the Flowers)     5    2 

    His Expression (by his Pointing Finger) 

    His World of Magic (Across his Chest)    4 
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Priestess   Her Power (by the Black Pillar)     3 

    Her Discovery (by the White Pillar)   1   2 

    Her Ecstasy (above the Top Pomegranate)   5 

    Her Resistance (lower right corner)      4 

    Her Secret (crosswise under her)     6 

    Her Thirst (Under hem of her Gown) 

 

Empress    Her Love (by her Heart Shield)    5 

    Her Nurturing (by the Waterfall)     6 

    Her Productivity (below the Grain) 

    Her Protection (crosswise under Her)   1  4  2 

    Her Family (above her Starry Crown) 

    Her Gift (by her Scepter)     3 

   

Emperor    His Leadership (by his Scepter) 

    His Power (above his Crown)     2 

    His Steadfastness (by Big Mountain)    1   3 

    His Work (below his Feet)     5 

    His Control (crosswise under His Chest)  6 

    His Flow (crosswise under his Legs)   4 

 

 

High Priest  His Authority (by his Staff)         3 

    His Communication (by his Pointing Fingers) 2  1 

    His Priority (above his Tiara)       

    His Lineage (by the Rose-Robed Acolyte)   6 

    His Care (by the Lily-Robed Acolyte)   4  5 

    His Karma (crosswise under Robe and Pillars) 

 

Lovers Higher Self Guidance (above the Solar Angel) 

  Carnal Knowledge (by Eve and the Serpent)     1 

  Lasting Life Together (by Adam and the Tree of Life)   6 

  Unknowns (crosswise under the Cloud between Them) 

  Growth (below the Mountain in the Background)   2 4  3 

  Love (crosswise over the Angel's Head and Wings) 

               5 

 

 



Thoth and the Tarot  204 

Chariot  His Courage (by the Black Sphinx) 

   His Compassion (by the White Sphinx)      6 

   His Vehicle/Journey (crosswise under Chariot)  4    5 

   His Speed (by the Wand) 

   What he Protects (by the Walled City Left)   1  3   2 

   His Destination (above Crown and Canopy) 

 

Strength  Her Wildness (crosswise under the Lion)      3 

   Her Tenderness (crosswise under the Lady)    5   4 

   Her Strength (above the Infinity Sign)       2 

   Her Revelation (by the Lion's Tail)        1 

   Her Technique (by her Hands) 

   Her Reality (below the Ground the Lion Stands On)    6 

 

Hermit  His Stability (below his Feet)  

   His True Heart / Honesty (by the Lantern)      5 

   His Blind Side (behind his Back)      2     3 

   His Main Issue (crosswise under his Robe)     6 

   His Guidance (above his Hood)      4 

   His Completion (above his Staff) 

                1 

Wheel  Your Downfall (by Apep the Serpent) 

  Your Upward Flight (by Set)          5   6 

  Your Stuck Place (crosswise under the Wheel) 

  Your Smooth Progress on the Path (below the Wheel)   1    3    2 

  Your Gift to Others (by Aquarius) 

Your Chance to Break Free of the Cycle        4 

and Change your Fortune (above Sphinx's Sword Point) 

     

Justice Her Fairness (by the Scales)         6 5 

  Her Desire (below the Protruding Foot) 

  Her Restraint (by her Robe, under the Sword Hilt)    3 

  Her Clear Definition (crosswise between the Pillars)        4    1 

  Her Spiritual Growth (above the Arras on Her Left) 

  Her Creativity (above the Sword's Blade)      2 
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Hanged Man  Bondage (above the Rope Holding his Foot) 

    Freedom (by the Unbound Foot)       1 

    Angle on Life (by his Bent Knee) 

    Stress (crosswise under his Legs)     3    4     2 

    Patient Relaxation (crosswise under Arms)     5 

    Unique Viewpoint (under his Head) 

              5   1    6 

Death His Humor (by the Grinning Skull) 

  His Harvest (below the Fallen Ones)     4    6 

  His Insistence (by the Bishop or King) 

  His Dry Frame (crosswise over the Skeleton)     2    3 

  His Departure from the World (above the Banner or Spaceship) 

  His Renewal of Life (by the Rising Sun) 

               6 

Temperance His Resourcefulness (below Water) 

   His Art (crosswise over Cup[s])      5 

   His Inner Fire (by Volcano)       3     2    4 

   His Tranquility (by Reeds) 

   His Advice (crosswise over Angel's Chest)    1 

   His Purification (above His Nimbus) 

 

Devil Codependency (below the Chain)        5 

  Frustration/Anger (by the Torch)       6 

  Dark Side (by His Lower Right Side)       4 

  Transmutation (crosswise over Belly)     3   2 

  The Spell (above the Pentagram) 

  I'm OK, You're OK. Joke's On You (by Upraised Hand)   1 

 

 

Tower Your Pride (below Base of Tower)        2 

  Your Break Point (above Tower)       4    3 

  Your Energy Source (by Lightning Bolt) 

  Your Purification (by the Crown)        5    6 

  Your Abandonment (crosswise under Falling Bodies) 

  Your New Life (by the man wearing Crown)      1 
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Star  Her Openness (by Naked Lady)      4 

  Her Fragrant Offering (below Poured Libations)    

  Her Mentor/Guide (by Ibis and Tree)     5  6 

  Her Goal (above Big Star)        3 

  Her Alignment (crosswise over Constellation)     1 

  Her Long-Term Perspective (by Mountain)        

              2 

 

Moon Past Life/Incarnation (below Ocean)     6 

  Blood Ties (crosswise under Lobster) 

  Emotional Needs (crosswise over Dogs)     4    5 

  Stuck Place (by one Tower)       3 

  Stuck Place (by another Tower)      2 

  Reflection (above Moon) 

              1 

Sun  Your Place in the Sun (below card) 

  Your Boundary (crosswise over the Wall)    6 

  Your Creativity (crosswise over Sun's Rays) 

  Your Companion (by Horse's Head or Eve)    3 

  Your Growth/Projects (by bunch of Sunflowers)    5   4 

  Your Challenge (above Sun)       2 

              1 

Judgment  Wakeup Call Now (crosswise over Trumpet) 

   Gestation in the Past / Inner Child (below Baby) 

   Issues with Dad (by Adult Male)       6 

   Issues with Mom (by Adult Female) 

   Release (crosswise over Angel's Head)      5 

   The Future? (above Angel)      4   1  3 

 

 

                2 

World Resources (by Aquarius) 

  Preparation (by Taurus)       1   6   4  

  Progress (by Leo) 

  Harvest (by Scorpio) 

  Dance in the Moment (crosswise over Gaia)    5 

  Success (above the Garland) 

             2  3 
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Hebrew Word Layout 

 

In this book you have learned the Hebrew alphabet.  You have also learned to 

connect the Trumps to the letters of the alphabet.  You can use this as a way of doing 

readings and at the same time develop your knowledge of Hebrew words.  You will 

have to learn to recognize the modern Hebrew letters for each old Phoenician letter.  

But the chart below should help you.  Do a two-card draw from the Trump Deck.  If 

you want to allow for double letters, use two Trump Decks and draw one card from 

each deck.  Arrange the letters in the order you drew them and then consult a 

Hebrew dictionary.  Look up the list of words that start with your two-letter root.  A 

two-letter root that matches your cards will be the dominant reading.  Study the 

whole list for additional ideas.  You may draw a third card and that may put you onto 

a specific three-letter word.  If not, you can still read from the meaning of the Trump.  

In case there is no word in the order you picked, try going the other way.  The 

Hebrew letters can scramble.  Words with the same letters in different orders often 

have related meanings. 

 

Hebrew Letters 
Letter Name  Aleph Beth Gimel Daleth Hey Vau Zain H*eth T*eth Iod Kaph 

New   �  �  �  �  �  � � �  	  
 �   
 
Old    � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �
 
English   A B G D H V Z H* T*  I K 

(Other Derived Letter)  [C]  [E] [F] [G] [H] [Th] [Y] 

 

Letter Name  Lamed Mem Nun Samekh Oayn Peh  Tzadde Qoph Resh Shin Tav  

New   �  
  � �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

 

Old    
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  

 

English   L M N $ O P Tz Q R S T 

 

Below each Hebrew letter I put the English transcription that I use in this book.  The 

letters in brackets show English letters that derive from or are other modern 

transcriptions of the letters above them.  Our English letters I, Y, and J all come from 

iod.  Our F, U, V, and W are all variants of Vau.   We dropped $, Tz, and T* . 

*  Key Passages from the SePheR YeTzIRaH 
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1:1 With 32 mystical paths of Wisdom engraved Yah . . . .  And He created the 

universe with three books (Sepherim), with text (Sepher) with number (Sephar) and 

with communication (Sippur)    

 

 

1:2 Ten Sefirot of Nothingness and 22 Foundation Letters: Three Mothers, Seven 

Doubles, and Twelve Elementals. 

 

 

2:2 He engraved them, He carved them, He permuted them (TzRP), He weighted 

them (SQL).  And with them He depicted all that was formed and all that would be 

formed. 

 

 

2:4 He placed them in a circle like a wall with 231 Gates.  The Circle oscillates 

back and forth.  A sign for this is: There is nothing in good higher than Delight 

(ONeG); there is nothing evil lower than Plague (NeGO). 

 

 

2:6 Twenty-two objects in a single body. 
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Chinese Mahjong Tiles 

 

 

The Chinese Mahjong "Deck" is quite similar to the Tarot Minor Arcana.  There are 

three suits with 9 tiles each.  Coins and Wands are basically the same as the Tarot.  

Ten Thousands stands for higher denominations of money.  This suit is inscribed 

with Chinese characters, so Westerners discarded these and replaced them with Cups 

and Swords.  The suits were increased to ten pips.  There are 16 Directional Court 

Cards, nicely matching the Tarot.  Then there are 20 other Special Tiles, including 4 

Each of the Prime Suits -- Strike (Dragon) , Get (Phoenix), and Blanks -- plus Four 

Seasons and Four Seasonal Flowers.  Sometimes there are Four Animals.  These 

could roughly correspond to the Majors.  Some sources say that the Wind Suits, 

Primes, and Flower Cards were all added in the mid-nineteenth century.  We do not 

know for sure how old the game of Mahjong is.  Legend puts it back before the 

Christian era (Pre-Han), but there is no concrete evidence.  Others claim that Yang 

Da-Nien (���U�£ ), an official of the Sung Court who was also a poet, chess-player, 

and enthusiast of Zen meditation created the original game or at least wrote a treatise 

on it.   In any case the Chinese were already using paper money by this time.  As 

inveterate gamblers they no doubt were using real or fake money as tokens for various 

games of chance and skill.  Chinese game tokens could be made of paper, bamboo, 

wood, ivory, or even carved stones. 

 

 


